[Simultaneous coronary artery bypass grafting and the ascending aorta to bifemoral bypass].
Coronary artery disease and arteriosclerosis obliterans (ASO) frequently coexist. Concomitant revascularization procedures may be required because harvest of the internal thoracic artery (ITA) in patients with ASO carries a risk of leg ischemia. This study reports our experience with combined coronary and femoral revascularization using the ascending aorta to bifemoral bypass. Seven male patients (including 4 high aortic occlusions) underwent concomitant aorto-femoral bypass and coronary revascularization between 1990 and 2007. Mean age was 66 years old. Coronary artery bypass grafting (CABG) was performed on-pump in 5 cases and off-pump in 2 cases. The number of bypass grafts were 2.4 +/- 0.9. We harvested ITA in all cases. The prosthetic tube graft was positioned behind the muscles of the abnominal wall. One hospital death was related to mediastinitis. Perfect patency of the aorta-femoral grafts was obtained in all cases. The ascending aorta is a good source of inflow to femoral arteries and the ascending aorta to bifemoral bypass did not require an intraperitoneal procedure. Therefore the simultaneous operation can be performed in shorter time, and it is an interesting alternative in cases with ischemic heart disease and leg ischemia.